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Mission Statement
St. Juan Diego Women’s
Center helps young women
in unplanned pregnancies
and their unborn babies. We
uphold the sacredness of
life through our caring
counselors, who provide
education, emotional, and
material support in a safe
and loving Catholic environment. At St. Juan Diego
Women's Center, everyone
who walks through our door
is always welcomed and
treated like family. As such,
we offer continued support
to help mothers not only
during, but also after their
pregnancy.

TRANSFORMED BY CHOICE
"Choice" is the euphemism that has come to mean a choice to abort, and yet a good choice can
bring a positive transformation into the lives of millions. Pro-life people are often accused of
reaching out to women just until they choose to keep their babies and abandon them afterwards to
cope with insurmountable hardship. That belief could never be farther from the truth. It's been the
most rewarding experience for our center to walk with the mothers and observe how these children born from a crisis not only bring joy but bring a total transformation in the lives of their
families. We would like to share some of our favorite stories of our moms that continue to stay in
touch with us, not only because we've become family but also because their gratitude moves
them to offer their help to mentor new mothers.
Evelina: Evelina was just 14 when sidewalk counselors
approached her as she was walking into the Golden Gate
Planned Parenthood (now closed for business) in San
Mateo to complete her abortion. She was walking alongside her mother and boyfriend, Ray, also 14. Her abortion
had already been initiated the day before with the laminaria
procedure that prepared her for the complete abortion on
that fateful Saturday. There was a moment of distress on
the part of the counselors when they became aware of the
laminaria but a decision was made on the spot to take
Evelina to the emergency room at the local hospital. A
Evelina & Janelle
kindly resident successfully removed the laminaria which
started the series of miracles as emergency room doctors normally send the woman back to the
abortionist to remove it. Through the ensuing months,
Evelina was able to carry on her pregnancy without any
problems until an ultrasound at 16 weeks revealed the baby
would be born with a rare condition called gastroschisis
(whereby the baby's digestive organs grow outside the
baby). It was a repairable condition but the doctor recommended a late term abortion nevertheless. Unintimidated,
the 14- year old mother bravely stood up to the doctor and
refused. Little Janelle, after surgery and a month long stay
at the neonatal ICU, came home to recover and grow into a
healthy little girl without a trace of the condition. Her teenage mother never left her side throughout her ordeal, eliciting the respect and admiration of attending nurses. Janelle
is now 7 years old and a delight to her parents, Evelina and
Ray. Evelina claims that it is never far from her mind that
life would've have been very different had their child never
been born. Their bright, articulate little girl who faces a
wonderful future with her loving parents expresses just
how beautifully things turn out when parents make the
choice to accept the gift of life in spite of overwhelming
Evelina, Ray and Janelle
circumstances. (continued on page 2)
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Transformed by Choice (continued from page 1)
Teenage relationships rarely, if ever, survive but in this couple’s case, Ray and Evelina, both 21, have defied all odds and are engaged to marry. The couple that were once dropouts and aimless teenagers experimenting with drugs and delinquency, now hold
responsible jobs and are preparing to start life together as one, happy family
Jenny and Kun: Jenny and Kun walked into our center a few years ago looking for PP next door to
our center when they were seeking an abortion. Kun had
recently lost his job at a Silicon Valley company. To the
couple (both only children from the first generation of
China's one-child policy), losing his job would've meant
losing his working visa and would have to return to
China. Within days after the couple chose to keep their
child, Kun had three job offers. After the birth of Michael to his delighted parents, Jenny took flight into cyberspace, connecting to a mothers' forum in China with
thousands of members. She became a passionate advocate
for the unborn, painstakingly explaining abortion procedures in graphic detail in spite of the hostility she often
Michael
experienced. One woman with an unwanted pregnancy
that was considering an abortion, quietly observed the conversations and communicated her
dilemma to Jenny privately. From hundreds of miles away, Jenny was successful at saving
that life, perhaps many more unknown to her.

Kun, Jenny and their children

Today, five years later, Kun and Jenny are living their American dream. They have bought
their first home, own two cars in their garage in the East Bay and they have happily welcomed two more additions into the family, Kyle and little Mary. Both grandmothers in
China could not be more thrilled with their three grandchildren after having lived under
China’s One-Child Policy.

Maricris and Justin: Maricris and Justin were intercepted outside PP in San Francisco by two sidewalk counselors. She was already in her hospital gown to begin the
procedure when Justin rushed in to grab her after a conversation with our counselor
outside. Both were living in the Tenderloin district of San Francisco steeped in vice
through drugs, gambling and alcohol. After an
extremely difficult struggle to kick old habits,
their lives took a turn after the birth of their
son, Tristan. Their transformation was nothing
short of miraculous. Today, four years later,
they live in a quaint and sunny neighborhood
in historical Petaluma with a view from their
picture window of a Catholic Church across the
street. Maricris is a stay at home mother to two
children while Justin works at his real, first
time job. He has been recently recognized by
Maricris, Justin and their babies
his company for his outstanding performance
and was featured as "Technician of the Year". It's no wonder that he has brought a special passion to his job after having fought his way out of the destructive life he left behind. The article
in his company's magazine that showcased the quality of his performance includes a tribute to
our center, "As Maricris prepared to have an abortion, Boyd spoke to members of the St Juan
Diego Women's Center, which offers help for pregnant women and their babies. It was from
one simple conversation that the once-selfish even arrogant man realized he didn't have to conJustin , Technician of the Year
tinue on that path of self destruction". And he didn't.
Let it never be said that babies destined to be aborted would be lifelong burdens to their families. Instead these little ones often bring
countless blessings and joy to their parents, transforming them into responsible people worthy of parenthood because God, indeed,
is never outdone in generosity.
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The Grand Lady of JDS
There was nothing boring about Evelyn's retirement after she decided to volunteer at the
Juan Diego Center almost 30 years ago. Being used to the quiet at a library setting didn't
prepare her for the bustling, energetic environment she found herself immersed in at our
pregnancy center. All she wanted was a quiet corner where she could record donations
from our supporters, but found herself instead in the company of young mothers, often
pregnant teenagers from the high school across the street, walk-ins looking for the
Planned Parenthood next door and even gang members when the neighborhood was
very different back in the 80s. She remembers vividly in the early years how painfully
close the center came to closing it's doors when there wasn't enough money to pay the
rent but miraculously managed to survive through all the hard times.
Evelyn and her wild ride
She felt unsure of herself when it came to counseling but would often venture to say an encouraging, reassuring word when she felt
inspired to do so. Young mothers were always appreciative. But ultimately, her real gift lay in her quiet prayers she'd fervently
whispered when she knew a mother was vacillating about a decision in the counseling room. She was the one that prayed for the
grace for an open heart. Evelyn was the ideal partner to the counselor who is fully aware that it is truly grace that ultimately moves
her. Her smile would light up a room when she found out that a young woman chose life. Apart from her role as prayer support, she
sat on the board, prayed outside Planned Parenthood next door, hosted her Catholic Daughters table at our banquets, recorded financial donations, proof read our newsletters, sorted baby clothes and brought out baby items to our needy moms in the waiting room.
She was that loving grandmother that everyone felt comfortable with. She's retired from her librarian position almost 30 years ago
and now retires from the center where she found her real purpose. We know will continue to come for celebrations and special
occasions and we will be comforted by that. We will miss you, Evelyn, but we know you will always remain the angel on our

Welcome on Board
We are delighted to have Christine Ibanez come on board as our new Executive Director at the
end of May, 2017. She will lead us into a new chapter, bringing her own unique gifts and passion. A little more in her own words….
“ I am taking a huge leap of faith and answering the call to serve the Lord by taking a stand for
Life, and for the sanctity of Life, by helping the Center protect our most vulnerable persons….
The children in the womb need our support, our strength and our hearts to protect their mothers
and fathers. We need to envelop these young ladies in unfailing love, and with our guidance from
Our Lady, Our Directress, assist and guide them in their lives. I have been involved silently in
the Pro-Life mission for many years, but as a bystander, making a few contributions, assisting in
clothing drives, and attending Masses for the Unborn. I had met Miss Lila Rose a couple of
years ago at a fundraiser, and was enamored with her drive, energy and passion to saving the
infants in the womb and de-funding our largest enemy, Planned Parenthood. Fast forward to this
Christine Ibanez
past summer of 2017, and I was a Delegate Alternate to the State of California at the Republican
National Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. I learned quite a bit there, met some amazing people,
and knew that our Pro-Life causes needed better representation and more outgoing spokespeople like Miss Rose. I was then preparing myself for an unknown role in the movement . I just knew that the right opportunity to serve would present itself, like the sweet
smell of roses at the Statue of Our Lady, at Our Lady of Peace.
The Lord had a plan for me, a plan to take my own energy and drive and plant me as a small seed in fertile ground. I was asked politely and gently by a good friend at a Mass for the Unborn a couple of months ago if I was interested in taking over a role here at the
St. Juan Diego Center. Not yet knowing this was The Call for me, I began praying, and researching and studying anything I could
get my hands on—Pro Life associations, newsletters, 40 Days for Life (yes, I was outside PP on the Alameda with my son years ago
when he was in a stroller), and non-profit fundraising. The more I read, the more rosaries I prayed, and talked about it with my husband and son, the more I knew I could do nothing else but to join the Center and answer the call to serve.
Here I am, ready and willing to do anything The Lord asks of me, and Our Lady guides me to do.”
Christine has over 20 years of Finance / CPA and Administration under her belt, and comes to us with a great passion and energy to
serve our Mission. She and her husband, Frederick Rivera Ibanez, have been blessed with one son, Freddie Jr., who is in the 1st
grade at Canyon Heights Academy. They live in Los Gatos and are parishioners at St. Thomas of Canterbury Parish.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

St. Juan Diego Women’s Center
Help for mothers and their babies
12 North White Road #5 San Jose, CA 95127
Phone: (408) 258-2008

Staff and Volunteers
Christine Ibanez
Executive Director
Patsy Gonzalez
Lead Counselor
Laura Reyes
Counselor
Fr. Joseph Homick
Spiritual Advisor
Board of Directors
Romel Antonio
Ana Aspinall
Chairman

ALL ARE WELCOME


The services of the Women’s Center are available to all regardless of age, political affiliation, marital
status, race, creed, residence or economic state.



The Women’s Center exists to aid women who may not be aware of the alternatives to abortion.



The Center provides the information and support needed to deal with the stress of unanticipated pregnancy.



All services are offered free and are strictly confidential.



We offer the following services:
♥ Free Pregnancy Tests
♥ Education on pregnancy, abortion and alternatives
♥ Counseling for parents

Rafael Betancourt

♥ Referrals for medical care and community services

Patsy Gonzalez

♥ Assistance to plan for the future.

Evelyn Reynolds
Tom Wagner

Website: www.jdwcenter.org

e-mail: juandiegowomenscenter@yahoo.com

