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Mission Statement 
 

Our mission at St. Juan 

Diego Womenôs Center is to 

help young women in un-

planned pregnancies and 

their unborn babies. We 

uphold the  sacredness of 

life through our caring 

counselors, who provide 

education, emotional, and 

material support in a safe 

and loving Catholic           

environment. At St. Juan 

Diego Women's Center,     

everyone who walks through 

our door is always          

welcomed and treated like 

family. As such, we offer 

continued support to help 

mothers not only during, but 

also after their  pregnancy.  

After months of planning, our St Juan Diego Cen-

ter's celebration of it's 29th year is now a beauti-

ful memory in the minds of our evening's guests. 

The 250 attendees were treated to an evening 

of good food, companionship, amazing testimo-

nies and yes, drama.  
 

Ana and Tono Aspinall, the evening's emcees, 

declared it was no coincidence that the husband 

and wife teams being featured that evening 

were in keeping with the banquet's theme, Build-

ing Families. The evening was kicked off with a 

stunning 60-second video produced by Pro-life 

Texas that movingly showcased beautiful young 

people who  were never born because their lives were taken by abortion. It powerfully brought 

home the message that the nation is so much poorer without 50 million more stolen talents, 

lives and moments that never came to be.  
 

Willie Lapus, Juan Diego's director, revealed that one of Juan Diego's secrets to it success is 

it's laser focus on strengthening family not only by nurturing women in crises but also by nur-

turing those in her inner circle--her boyfriend or husband, parents and the other children they 

may have  because abortion not only destroys the baby but families.    (continued on page 2) 
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She Said ñYes!ò 

Justin, Maricris and the children 

Keynotes:  Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Levatino 

When we invited Dr Anthony Levatino and his lovely wife, 

Ceil, earlier this year to be our keynote speakers, we had no 

idea that the videos on the PP exposés would shock the na-

tion and shake up the most powerful abortion provider in 

the world. He was performing second and third trimester 

abortions as part of his OB-GYN practice in upstate NY in the 

80s and 90s until a personal tragedy altered their lives for-

ever. The loss of his beloved adopted daughter who was 

fatally  struck by a car at the age of six brought him face to 

face with what he had done. "I began to see these babies 

after the abortions as someone else's son or daughter", he 

said. The couple wove into his testimony their own gripping 

personal story of how they dealt with their grief and 

emerged to become a  part of the pro-life cause. They gave 

our guests an intimate picture of how abortion not only affects the nation but also the lives of 

the abortionist's families.  
 

Dr Levatino is now a medical director for Priests for Life, currently working in Las Cruces, NM 

as a specialist in Gynecology and recently testified before the congressional hearings investi-

gating the abortion procedures of PP. His hard hitting presentation, graphic at times, ended 

with a strong message that the only way to win the war on abortion on the political level is to 

vote for pro-life candidates.  

Dr. Anthony and Ceil Levatino 
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Juan Diegoôs Annual Fundraiser: Building Families (from page 1) 

St. Juan Diego Womenõs Center 

Patsy Gonzalez, counselor, after stating statistics that showed over 90% of couples 

who had abortions did not remain together, delighted guests with Juan Diego's family 

photos of happy couples with their babies that chose life.  One of the young couples, 

who after overcoming many obstacles since they opted to have their baby six years 

ago, both 14 at the time, changed the direction of their lives to become productive 

young parents that plan to marry in the near future to raise their daughter together. 

These happy cases bring hope that it is possible to rebuild the nation one family at a 

time. 
 

Maricris Devilla  and Justin Boyd gave a testimony of their journey from a life of vice 

and despair living in the crime-ridden area of the Tenderloin district in SF to a beauti-

ful future in a sunny little apartment in Petaluma---all because they gave their little 

son the gift of life. Maricris had descended into a self destructive life of hopeless-

ness after fleeing an abusive relationship, using drugs to dull the pain of losing cus-

tody of her sons. She said, "Without my children, I had nothing to live for". It was out-

side Planned Parenthood on Valencia St in SF where Erika, Juan Diego's sidewalk counselor, and her Uncle, Ross, intercepted 

them and had the opportunity to speak to Justin. Maricris did not want to raise her baby in the Tenderloin, at risk once again 

for losing custody of another child. Maricris was already in her hospital gown to start the abortion procedure when Justin 

rushed in to bring her out to speak to the counselors.  
 

Happy endings don't happen overnight. It was a long, painful road to a stable life they had never 

known. In spite of losing both father and brother to a drug overdose, Justin (who was also using) 

remarked in his own words, "I didn't want to change". He didn't know how to. But change he did 

after the birth of his son, Tristan, where today he is excelling as a top performer in a new job af-

ter a Christian owned company hired him. Such is the grace a little child brings when his parents 

bring him into the world. Tristan was followed not long after by a little sister, Sofia Bella Rose. "As 

the saying goes", he proclaims, "You don't go messing with your blessings. I have learned what 

counts most in life are not things, but relationships".  
 

A clean and confident Justin felt he was finally worthy enough to offer his lifelong commitment to 

the woman he loves through a marriage proposal. As our guests watched with bated breath, 

Justin got on one knee with a ring in his hand and proposed-- to Maricris' utter disbelief. There 

wasn't a dry eye in the room; the dramatic moment was met with a standing ovation. And she 

said " Yes"!  
 

The surprises didn't come to an end for Maricris. Towards the conclusion of the evening, her eldest son, Paul (21), approached 

his mother to reveal that his girlfriend was pregnant. He had been confused, conflicted and totally afraid to take on the role as 

a father, but after hearing and seeing the evening's  powerful pro-life messages, it totally changed his outlook on abortion. It 

gave him the courage and confidence to step up as a father. When his mother replied how proud she was of him, he confided 

it meant the world to him because those words took on a whole new meaning that night. 
 

In one single evening, this mother who had never believed from her Tenderloin days that happiness could ever be hers again, 

became both fiancé and grandmother. She was walking on air. Only Heaven could have produced a script like that! 

Maricris with her sons Aaron, Arrie, Paul and 

her new daughter Bella 

Snapshots from Our Banquet 

Opening prayer by Fr. Goode  JDS Board Members with Dr. Anthony and Ceil Levatino Tono Aspinall, our emcee 

 The Proposal 
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Next year, 2016 the St. Juan Diego Womenõs Center will be celebrating its 30th anniversary.  Born in 1986 from the bosom of 

Our Lady of Peace Parish and guided by the late Msgr. John Sweeny; the St. Juan Diego Womenõs Center has been a beacon of 

hope for mothers in crisis pregnancy and their families. In these three decades more than 11,000 families have been aided 

and 830 babies confirmed saved. All these wonderful achievements were brought about by the grace of God and your 

generous support. 
 

In keeping with the season, we would like to recognize and to show our appreciation to the generous souls and organizations 

that are our partners in this life saving mission given to us by Our Lord and His Mother. 
 

We give thanks, glory and honor to God for the grace, guidance and love He has shown the St. Juan Diego Womenõs Center. 

Thank you for granting us the opportunity to serve You and Our Lady of Guadalupe as our humble patron, St. Juan Diego, did 

five hundred years ago.  We ask You to make us also faithful messengers of life and the means to bring souls to heaven. 

 

We give thanks and recognize the support and prayers given to us by our beloved priests and religious. You are our òdynamoó -

the source of power that keeps us going when things seems to be òimpossibleó.  How many times have we asked you to pray  

URGENLY for mothers considering abortion.  So many babies are alive today because of your urgent prayers. 
 

Of course, we will not forget to thank and honor the volunteers, the board members, the sidewalk counselors and prayer 

warriors standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the frontlines fighting to save another baby. Also standing there with us are 

the generous donors and benefactors who through their support allow our small center to operate and give the material and 

spiritual assistance to mothers in crisis. These generous benefactors are the logistical train of Our Ladyõs army. Without their 

help those of us in the front lines cannot continue the fight. They are our valuable partners who enable us to keep on going.  

 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas  

and may God bless you abundantly this coming new year. 

St. Juan Diego Womenõs Center 

From the desk of Willie V. Lapus: 

A Note of Gratitude 

A View of Our Banquet 

Dr. Anthony and Ceil Levatino giving their keynote to a full house. 


